Pajaro Valley Apple Growers and Shippers, 1926 


Most of the “movers and shakers” of the Watsonville 
business world, including many of the biggest apple 
brokers and apple packers, made this trip to Los 
Angeles in 1926 to promote Watsonville apples. Of the 
12 Croatians in this photo, 11 of them were born in 
Konavle (today, the southernmost part of Croatia), and 
some of them were related. Dr. Sambuck was born in 
San Francisco; his father was born on the island of 
Hvar. 


The first Croatians arrived in Watsonville in the 1880s. 
Their numbers increased over the years until, in 1920, 
they were 12% of the Watsonville population (Source: 
1920 census). 


In most Croatian immigration communities around the 
world, the jobs available were of the lowest level, such 
as mining and agricultural labor. This was not the case 
in Watsonville. The first Croatians in Watsonville were 


Croatians in the photo above, and on the next page. 


fruit brokers — men who bought fruit wholesale, mostly 
apples, and sold it to retailers and other brokers. They 
would buy a farmer’s entire crop and often pay for the 
harvesting. Later, some of these men would buy farms, 
and farming would be part of their brokerage and fruit 
shipping operations. 


Also many Croatian fruit brokers and packers went 
bankrupt over the years. The ones in this photograph 
stuck it out and became prosperous. 


Other Croatians who reportedly made this trip (accord- 
ing to the newspaper articles) but who are not in this 
photo were: Nick Alaga, Paul Alaga, M.J. Lettunich, 
Louis Lettunich, Ed Rilovich, John Franich, P.P. Stolich, 
L. Matiasevich, Nick Butier, Louis Biskup and John 
Lukrich. 


Photo from Pajaro Valley Historical Assn. in Watson- 
ville. Scanned in 2003. Identification by Nita Jano Vidak 
in 2004. [Dano] 


* Baldo “Barney” Radovich (1882 Cilipi - 1970 Watsonville; father: Baldo Radovic; mother: Marija Skuri¢é; nephew of 
the 8 Scurich siblings who immigrated to Watsonville, including Steve Scurich who is also in this photo) 
* Nick Stolich (1882 Cilipi - 1966 Anaheim, CA; father: Pero Stolié; mother: Kate Stolié; 1st cousin of the 8 Scurich 


siblings) 


¢ Peter M. Resetar (1871 Cilipi - 1954 Watsonville; father: Marko ReSetar; mother: Luce Dikli€-Simovic) 

* Louis Bachan (1889 Komaji - 1968 Watsonville; father: Luka Bacan; mother: Ana Kocellj) 

* Steve Scurich (1868 Cilipi - 1944 Watsonville; father: Antun Skurié-Gréié; mother: Ana Stoli¢) 

¢ Antone Jerinich (1881 Radovéici - 1945 Watsonville; father: Niko Jerini€é; mother: Marija Raigevic) 

+ Antone Stolich (1873 Cilipi - 1929 Watsonville; father: Pero Stolié; mother: Marija Kocelj) 

* Charlie Sambrailo (1901 Zastolje - 1963 Watsonville; father: Peter Sambrailo; mother: Stella Miloglav) 

¢ Dr. A.J. Sambuck (1895 San Francisco - 1967 Watsonville; father Anton Sambuck; mother: Katherine Kovacevich; 


original surname was Stambuk from Hvar) 


¢ Peter Capitanich (1879 Lovorno - 1929 near Watsonville; father: Pero Kapetani¢é; mother: Jelena Monkovic; ‘1st 


cousin of John Moncovich, who is also in this photo) 


* Mitchell Kalich (1884 Cilipi - 1938 Watsonville; father: Luka Kalaci¢é; mother: Luce Baéan) 
¢ John Moncovich (1881 - 1960 Ljuta; father: lvo Monkovi¢; mother: Elisabeth-Pave Elizi¢; returned to his home 


village) 
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Half Hundred Lecal 
Apple Men Go to 
Las Angeles, Sept. 3 


Seecratary Charles R. Thorburn, 
of the Watsonville Chamber of 
Commerce oxpects to leave Wat- 
sonville mext Tuosday for Los An- 
geles, where he will porfect ar- 
rangements for the dolegation of 
_membors of tho apple industry In 
Watsonville, which will” travel to 
Loz Angoles, September 3d, 


The Watsonville apple srowers, 
packers and dealers will mate the 
trip abonrd a special] Pullman car, 
yn the Southern Pacttic Rallrond,-the 
orincipal object of thelr trip being a 
set-towethor meeting, In Lose Angeles, 
with cepresentatives from upple buy- 
- In that clty and southern Callftor- 
iia, ‘ 

Fifty From Hore 


The areangemonta bolng made are 
‘or a delegation numbering about 
‘Itty vepresentatives from Watson- 
Mie, 

As now contemplated, the program 
wilt be & most Intoresting one In the 
netropole of the south, and will 
erminate with n huge banquet, at- 
ended by notable representatives to 
he number of about 100 Los Angeles 
woduce merchants, apple denlora and 
wokers. The banquet ts given by the 
Watsonville apple sien. 

As stated above, the local deler- 
Jon will lenve Watsonville on Priduy, 
september 3d, and the banquet will 
= held on Saturday oleht, September 
thi, 

First Mocting Thers 


Thia will be Watsonville'’s flrat oc- 
mstion ty sond a big apple delogu- 
Jon to Los Angeles In & body, and 
ur tirat effort to participate theve In 
ho celebration of National Apple 
Wook, 

This, too, In the faee of the fact 
chat Leu Angolos buys by far a 
eater number of Watsonville apples, 
-han aivy other ejiy or section of tho 
Jountry, oxceeding San Prancluco by 
‘4 wide margin, 


Parsonnal of Delegation 


The following ts a list of the names 
of the people that expect to go to 
Lod Angeles on Friday, Seplembor 3, 
1926, They expect to lenve on u 
aptelal car ffom Watsonville Junction 
At 7:60 p, m, for Los Angelos, to 
hoost the apple business: 

Carroll Rodgevs, S. T, Mennaco, Phil 
Baker, T. J. Horgun, Dr. L, M. Liles, 
Arthur Wellet, Dnanlel Regan, John 
darinoy, Henry Kane, Wm, J: Fail, 
demy Struyo, C, KR. Thorburn, Ly- 
non Cox, A. L. Knlich, i. G. Bachan, 
3urney Rudovich, P. PB. Crpltanich, 
4, Rilovich, Dunn ‘Van Gleson, May- 
vw IF W. Atkinson, Lows Lopes, 
Jhavley Palmiug, RK. BH. Soateom, 
folm Pranic; PF. M. Reaétay, Potty 
Buckley, Arthur Dresser, Goruld 
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Sheohy, Jack Mathews, A, N, Joro- 
nich, P, Ps Stolich, Stephen Scirioh, 
Lynn Marsh, Clift Kntlam, George 
Lyman, John Porter, Wm. Cummings, 
Inck Kirkland, Goorge W, Sill, Ray 
Clomenta, Earl Cloments, Manuol 
‘Tenvers, HW, Chipman, A. Stollen, xy, 


J, Lettunieh, Niak Alaga, Pred “Hua. 


son; EH, Owylet, Chris Sundberg, Pay! 
Alugn, Dracovich & Drnedvich, Sam 
Sprugue, Lots Lottuntoh, . 


SPhil 
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As detailed in this paper several 
days since, the following delegation of 
Watsonville apple men will leave to- 
night for Los Angeles,. to be present 
at the banquet tendered the southern 
California fruit buyers tomorrow ecve- 
ning: J. N. Moncovich, , J. Baker, 
Arthur Pellett, Paul Alaga, Charles 
Sambrallo, Fred Kane, Louis Let- 
tunich, Harold Kane, Dr. L. M. Liles, 
Baker, Manuel Regun, Henry 
Tane, William Taul, Henry Struve. 
T. J. Horgan, C. BR. Thorburn, Sid 
Menasco, Lyman Cox, M. L. Kalich, 
L, J. Bachan, Barney Radovich, P. P. 
Capitanich, Ed Rilovich, Dunn Van 
Giesen, Carroll Rodgers, C. A, Palm- 
tag, Kenneth Clark, Vincent Ander- 
son, L, C. Matieeavich, Niek Stolich, 
R. E, Sestrem, P. M, Resetar, Arthur 
Dresser, A. N. Jelenich, P, P. Stolich, 
Stephen Securich, George Lyman, 
George W. Sill, Ray Ciements, Manuel 
Travers, H, Chapman, A, Stolich, MM. 
J. Lettunich and Nick Alaga. John 
Gardner will go if a trial ho will 
handle is completed in time to leave 
Wriday night. I W. Atkinson, Nick 
Butter, Louls Biskup, Ed. O'Connell, 
John Gukrich, E, A, Hall, A, R. Wil- 
son, George Martin, George Holohan 


and W,. J. Espindosa. 
Sethe eit 


FURTHER MEETINGS ALTERNATE 
BETWEEN WATSONVILLE AND LOS 
ANGELES; ESTABLISH GOODWILL 


_The Chamber of Commerce of the Pajaro Valley of Watson- 
ville was host at a banquet held in Los Angeles on Saturday 
last, to about one hundred and fifty invited guests, members 
of the apple industry at Los Angeles. 


President T. J, Horgan left Wat- 
sonville Wriday evening in a special 
Pullman, kecompanied by thirty of 
the mure prominent apple pacers, 
shippers and growers from our sec- 
tion, 

Toured the Markets 


Arclvying In Los Angeles at 8:00 a. 
mh, Where sliages transported his dele- 
ution to the Hotel Rosslyn. breal- 
fast wis served to the visitors, after 
Witeh it tour of the markets wis the 
further order of the peegram, and 
Chilis were mado by the Watsonville 
men on thelr Los Angeles frlends and 
torrespondents, The rert of the day 
Was pletsantly spent by the visitors 
and many side trips made to differ- 
ent sections of the clly. 


The Rallying Point 


At 6:00 p.m. Butuwiday, the Wate 
fonville delegation guthered nt the 
Hlutel Rosslyn, where headquarters had 
been established, which was a rally- 
ing point for the use and conveni- 
ence of the members of the Watson- 
ville Chamber of Conmimerce, its 
friends, members and gests, 

From the hotel the purty was con- 
ducted, by G, J1, Mosher, vier-presl- 
dent, and Mr. 12, C. Gott, superinten- 
dent of the Federal Cold Sturage 
Company, to the new and wonderful 
plants of this comypany, in the central 
manufacturers’ district in Vernon, just 
fifteen minutes distant from the 
market centers of Los Angeles, 


Modern and Model Plant 


The Federal (‘old Storage Com- 
puny's plant, modern anid model ta 
eyery particular, combines every re- 
qulsite known for the handling of all 
commodities which are dependent 
upon shnitary and expeditious handling 
under refrigeration. The building has 
m% capacity of fifteen hundred enrs, 
and combines an ice manufacturing 
plant of four hundred tons dally ca- 
pacity. 

T. J. Murphy, president of the Fed- 
eral Cold Storage Company, and its 
affiliated’ companies, the Iederal Re- 
frigerating Company and the Stand- 
ard Ice Company, personally con- 
ducted the Chamber of Commerce 
Guests through all the different de- 
purtinents of his plants. 


Watsonville Gives Banquet 


Later in the evening, o«= banquet 
was served by Seeretary C. R. Thor- 
burn of the Watsonville Chamber of 
Commerce, to about one hundred and 
fifty guests in the banqgvuel hall of 
the Central Manufacturing District's 
Club. Secretary Thorburn acted as 
toastmuster, and a number of brief 
and appruprinte speeches were made, 

President T. J. Horgun of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the Pajaro 
Valley, Thomas Lambert of the Ag- 
ricultural Department of the Chaom- 
ber of Commerce of Los Angeles, Fy 
M. Hudson, secretary of the Pro- 
duce DBxchange of Lox Angeles, re- 
sponded tu toasts, and J, Nash af 
Klein-Simpson & Company, and C, 
W. Hooker, both pid graceful 
acknowledgements fer the courtesies 
extended In behalf of the Wholes#e 
Fruit Dealers, and the Apple Brokers 
of Les Anfeles. 


Plan Similar Meetings 


Tt is planned that this get-together 
meeting shall b8 the first wf a num 
ber of similar ones, which it is ex- 
pected wlll be held eich yenur, alter- 
nating between Los Angeles anil Wat- 
sonvillo, for it was said that thereby, 
a! better understanding lis been ihe 
result and further friendships ce- 
mented between the men represcnt- 
ing the apple industry in beth dis- 
tricts, 

Personnel of Party 


The following ts 2 tist of Chose 
who accomparniod President Horgan 
from Watsonville: Chas. KR. Thor- 
burn, DP. H. Baker of the Loma, Irult 
Company; A, N. Jerinich, P. M. itese- 
tor, M. L, Kalich, H, P. Kane, HW Lh 
Kane, C, J. Rodgers, George M, Lund, 
Nicholus Alaga, Paul Alagoa, 1. P. 
Capltanich, Chas, Simbratllo, M, A. 
Travis, Arthur Pellett, Stephen Scur- 
ich, Anton Stolleh, I. Tuebener, of 
the Southern Pacific Company; Jobn 
Monkovich, Witham J, Maul, H. A, 
Chapman, 1%. TI. Baker, Chas, A. 
Paimtag, L, M. Liles, M, D, Dunn Van 
Glesen, LH, G. Gachtin, 


oo —— a 
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Los Angeles Firms 

The foliowing firms from Los An- 
géles were present ns guests of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the Pajaro 
Valley: 

Bridges, Holland & Wiegond, Rivers, 
Burnand & Rivers, Gings Baker Bros, 
Company, Malyan Fruit Company, 
Meyers, Darling & Hinton, Farmers 
Produce Company, Rivers Bros, Com- 
pany, Ktelh-Simpson Frult Company, 
Leon Kesyiner, Holmes Produce Com- 
pany, FElill & Peonsorich, Zapesis 
Bros., J. Ws Minton, Al Priester, Louls 
Visco, C, A, Ginsa Company, Morris 
Trubin, J, W. Beasley, Inc, San’ 
Fusco, Deltx & Alanzet, Amerlenn 
Jobbers, J, W. Bensley, Jn, Co., Torn 
& Glasser, Hunter Produce Company, 
7. L. Taylor Compitny, Liberty FPro« 
duce Compuny, George Caldwell, Sha~« 
piro Produce Conmpany, Uaoli, Haas & 
Vessey, Peyion Fruit Company, <A. 
Levin & Conpliny, M. & A, Produce 
Company. Legex Bros. EB. M. Woleott, 
Bryant Prolwe Company, William 
Pulesivich, Minriey & Lewis, Choa. 
Mitne, ©. W, Moukev, Baker Dabney 
Campany, Mieneh GB. Ilennay, Poderal 
Cola Storage Company, Moerehants 
Tee & Coll Htoraye Company, Grow 
ers’ Coll Storage, 
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Quile a large and hankome group 
picture of the Pajaro “ey Apple 
Growers and Shippers, tan while 
they visited the Iederal Cuq stor- 
age warehouse at Los Angels, Sept, 
4th, is now on exhibition at thy ye 
sonville Chamber of Commera, yj 
Is @ decidedly smiling bunch, ani goy 
80 large a group, Is very disthg¢, 
everyone wf the half hundred rele 
easily recognized. 


